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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve the efficiency by automatically making settings so 
that there is no unbalance in starting price among respective auction sales and 
a starting value setting is not misinputted. 

CONSTITUTION: Before auction starts, a mean contract price calculating 
means 90B calculates mean contact prices of the auction as many as a properly 
determined number of times of listed articles of the same kind according to 
contract prices by the kinds of the listed articles stored in a contract price 
storage means 90A and the calculated prices are inputted by a reference price 
input means 90C. A starting value calculating means 50F calculates the 
starting values of the listed articles according to the mean contact prices and 
the calculated values are set in a starting value setting means 50E; and a price 
raising unit calculating means 50H calculates a price raising unit, which is set 
in a price raising unit setting means 50G. During the auction, the price 
displayed at the price display part 74 of a display board D is raised at a 
specific speed from the set starting value according to the price raising unit, a 
bidder sends out a bidding signal by operating a bidding machine K, and an 
auction operation device S performs specific auction processing according to 
the bidding signal. 
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